Tableau based on text
Model what a tableau is and what makes for a strong visual image. Participants are asked to synthesize their understanding of a writing sample. They are challenged to create a sentence or a few words that distill their understanding of the text.
Instructions to small groups with text cards
1. Groups silently read the text card.
2. Discuss the information that was read.
3. Plan a tableau that communicates the main idea of the text.
4. Create a Tableau for their excerpt 
5. Plan a title for their Tableau
6. Plan 5 - 6 words that communicate the meaning of your tableau
7. Rehearse reciting the title and words while fixed in your tableau
8. Share your tableau with the other groups. 
Assessment

Each group shares their tableau and receives responses from the whole group. 
What do you see?

What do you see that prompts you to say that?
What do you think the text is about?
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